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acter of “Colles’s injury of the ulna, near the wrist-joint”—fracture with luxa¬ 
tion—is inquired into, and its proper treatment very fully considered. 

The next report, on “Drugs and Medicines,” by Dr. 0. Hunt, commences 
with some desultory remarks on “ Sophistication and Sale of Drugs and Medi¬ 
cines then notices the “ Hydrate of Chloral,” and its superiority over other 
hypnotics. The therapeutic value of “ Bromide of Potassium” is next con¬ 
sidered, and the range of cases to which it is adapted. Reference is also had 
to the use of “ Carbolic Acid,” both externally and internally, in cancerous 
affections. In conclusion, the use of “ Belladonna and Stramonium,” for the 
removal of obstinate constipation of bowels, is pointed out. 

In a communication on the “Treatment of Conjunctivitis Neonatorum,” 
Dr. E. L. Holmes states that he depends mainly upon the application, once 
or twice a day, over as much of the conjunctiva as possible, of a strong solu¬ 
tion of argent, nitrat. gr. x-xx to an ounce of water, which is pretty bold 
practice. 

A report is made by Dr. S. J. Jones, on “ Otology.” It is a sensible one, 
though presenting little novelty. Subjoined is a “ Statistical Exposition of the 
Diseases of the Ear,” by Dr. E. L. Holmes. Dr. Bogart reports on the “ Use 
of Plaster of taris in Fractures.” 

We have next an instructive case of “ Amputation at the Hip-Joint,” by Dr. 
E. Powell. The operation was performed on a young man, aged twenty-one, 
for chronic inflammation of the hip and knee joints. There was complete 
recovery from the operation. After the lapse of ten months, however, the pa¬ 
tient died from phthisis pulmonalis. 

A report was made from the Committee on “Communication from the Ameri¬ 
can Medical Association, in relation to Licences.” Among the other resolutions 
offered by the committee for adoption by the State Medical Society of Illinois 
is one approving of the plan of certificates of qualification being required of all 
persons who propose to enter upon the study of medicine. Report and resolu¬ 
tions accepted. D. E. C. 


Art. XXX. — On the Wasting Diseases of Infants and Children. By Eu- 
' stack Smith, M. D., Physician to His Majesty the King of the Belgians; 

Physician to the Northwest London Free Dispensary for Sick Children, etc. 

etc. etc. Second American from the second revised and enlarged English 

edition. 8vo. pp. 226. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea, 1871. 

A review, or even an extended notice, of this work is unnecessary, inasmuch 
as the first edition of it was reprinted in the Medical News and Library , and 
is consequently in the possession of the readers of this Journal. The first 
edition appears to have been exhausted in two years, and Dr. Smith, in pre¬ 
paring the second edition for the press, has not merely revised the text very 
carefully, corrected inaccuracies, made additions wherever an increased expe¬ 
rience seemed to indicate that they were necessary, but has added two new 
chapters. In one he describes a disease which, he says, is very common among 
children, and is occasionally mistaken for tuberculosis. In this disease, which 
he calls “ Mucous Disease,” there is a tendency to an increased secretion of 
mucus from the whole internal surface of the alimentary canal, a mucous flux 
which interferes mechanically with digestion and absorption of food. The most 
characteristic symptoms of the disease are : a slimy appearance of the tongue; 
large quantities of free mucus in the stools; an absence of regularity in the 
progression of the symptoms ; and a periodical occurrence of serious attacks. 
In addition to these symptoms, a change in the disposition of the child will be 
noticed. He will be observed to have become dull, to be restless at night, to start 
from his sleep with a loud cry, and even occasionally to rise from his bed while 
asleep and to walk from room to room. His appetite may continue keen, in 
fact it may be excessive or even capricious, the large quantities of mucus in 
the intestines probably preventing digestion. In speaking of the appearance 
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of the tongue, Dr. Smith says: “ A glossy, slimy look is thus given to the organ, 
which is quite distinct from the moist appearance produced by saliva alone, 
and resembles more the aspect it would bear if brushed over with a solution of 
gum. This slimy look is not always general, but in slightly marked cases is 
limited to a spot in the centre of the dorsum, the rest ot the surface and the 
sides having the ordinary aspect. The tongue is either perfectly clean or is 
covered with a thin gray coating of fur. The fungiform papillae at the sides of 
the dorsum are also unusually distinct.’’ The skin is often remarkably rough 
and harsh, especially about the chest, arms, and belly, in consequence of a 
deficiency of action; the complexion is sallow ; the lymphatic glands ot the 
neck are unusually swollen, but the temperature of the body is seldom elevated 
above the normal level. 

Certain diseases are very apt, it is said, to leave behind them this condition 
of the bowel, especially scarlatina, measles, and hooping-cough ; but it may 
arise simply from long-continued irritation, and it is hence not ^infrequently 
seen in children who are habitually fed upon indigestible food. The treatment 
consists principally in the regulation of the diet—articles of food capable of 
undergoing fermentation, and so of increasing the irritation of the mucous 
membrane, are to be avoided—and in the administration of alkalies and tonics, 
and occasionally of aloes to carry off the accumulation of mucus. 

In the other new chapter the diet of children in health and disease is very 
fully considered. Dr. Smith cautions us against a very prevalent error at the 
present time, and that is, the attempt to substitute the mother’s milk by lari- 
naceous food. This has, as is well known, a great tendency to undergo fermen¬ 
tation, especially in infants in whom the salivary glands are not developed, and 
hence to give rise to irritation. The remainder of the book bears evidence ot 
having been carefully revised, and we regard some of the chapters, especially 
those on Rickets, Chronic Tuberculosis, and Chronic Pulmonary Phthisis, as 
of very great excellence. The author may be congratulated upon having pre¬ 
sented to the profession the means by which the various diseases giving rise to 
wasting may be recognized and distinguished from one another. J. H. H. 


Art. XXXI .— Vaccination, its Protective Power in tlxe State of West Vir¬ 
ginia. A Report to the Governor, November 8,1870. By John C. Hupp, 
M. D., State Vaccine Agent. 8vo. pp. 12. 

At the present time, when many parts of Europe are suffering from the ex¬ 
tensive prevalence of epidemics of variola, every authentic evidence adapted 
to confirm the confidence of the profession and of the public in the certainty 
of the prophylaxis against the variolous poison afforded by effective vaccina¬ 
tion is of importance, and as such evidence is furnished by the report ot Dr. 
Hupp, we have felt it to be our duty to lend our aid to its diffusion. 

That vaccination is preventive of smallpox, and is of itself, in all cases, per¬ 
fectly harmless, is the official testimony of Dr. H. “ W here,” he remarks, “ witlnn 
the whole range of human experience, was ever an epidemic ot variola, how¬ 
ever severe, that vaccination did not promptly and effectually arrest, when it 
was universally and efficiently applied to the entire class or community exposed 
to the contagion ?” The fact is very certain that “ smallpox only exists among 
us in consequence of the neglect to apply the preventive.” 

“ The city of Wheeling,” says Dr. II., “ was scourged with smallpox in the 
spring of 1864, so much so that the Board of Health deemed it uecessary to 
order and direct the vaccination of all persons within the city, who may not 
have been vaccinated.” In the execution of this order, Dr. H. came across ^ a 
family in the immediate neighbourhood of an infected district, in which were five 
unprotected individuals, one of whom had on several occasions carried articles 
of diet to a house in which there were those sick with smallpox, and though 
the food was passed to an attendant at a window, still the messenger was ex- 



